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connection between the political field and the sphere
of religious development. The Indian National
Congress- emerged out of the great movements
of social, religious and cultural revival that made
a great appeal to the masses in the nineteenth cen-
tury. In 1828 Raja Ram Mohan Roy founded in
Bengal the Brahma Samaj which made an attempt
to reform Hinduism from within and also to
bring it into contact with the religious and political
thought of the West. In Northern India, a simi-
lar movement known as Arya Samaj was
started in 1875 by Dayananda Saraswati, a Hindu
monk and preacher. It represented a middle
position between the conservative orthodox
Hinduism on the one hand and the modern
critical outlook on the . other. . Though Daya-
nanda started from the religious truths contained
in the Vedas, he soon found himself involved in
the political field? Then there was a third move-
ment which again was 'Started in Bengal by Ram-
krishna Paramhansa^ who was born in 1836.
He developed a movement for social reform which
had great political consequences.* He was followed
by Vivekananda who was born in 1863. Viveka-
nanda brought about a very fine synthesis of
Hinduism and modern politics and has made a